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Welcome to the long awaited, much anticipated and “thought it would never arrive” newsletter. 

I am sure there are a few of you that thought we had taken you off the newsletter list or even worse we had stopped 
sending them out.  But rest assured this is not the case, I thank you for your patience in this long time coming news-
letter.  We have been holding this one back due to some extremely exciting news that was made official last Tues-
day.  As some of you may have heard on the grapevine we have been looking for a property to call our own for 
some time now.  After the loss of Gum Creek we have been seeking a place to set up a base camp, somewhere the 
kids can develop, get involved in and most importantly a place that feels like their second home. 

Early this year we found the perfect place, 45acres just out of 
Buxton (1 ½ hours drive)  This property is surrounded by 
many natural resources that we currently use like State for-
est, Goulburn river, Cathedral National Park and lake moun-
tain, yep its right in the middle of it all. Not only is this prop-
erty in an awesome location but it also has a long history and 
vision that we can relate to and hopefully continue.  This 
property was bought and set up by Marjorie Swales with the 
purpose of changing lives of people less fortunate than her.  
For Marjorie this was done through an organisation she set 
up called “Women’s Prison Ministry.”   Women coming out 
of prison and their kids could have a place to stay that gave 
them support and an opportunity to rebuild their lives. 

When it came time to sell this property her family’s request 
was that it would go to a Christian mission organisation that 
worked with disadvantaged kids; hey presto! That’s us. 

The next challenge was of course finances as most of you are aware we don’t have $480,000 lying about so we put 
out the word and made it our #1 prayer point.  We received many donations towards the purchase of the property 
which has been very encouraging and is a giant step forward for Breakaway Camps.  Its at this point I would like to 
introduce The Miller Foundation.  As you have probably read in previous newsletters the Miller Foundation have 
been supporting us for many years and when they heard about it without hesitation they stepped up and have been 
an absolutely fantastic support towards the property and we couldn’t have done it without  them.  Continued... 

Plenty of open space to kick the footy and play games 

A large 6br house with bunk rooms comfortably sleeps 20 
But if it’s not winter the kids will be out in tents as usual  

A walking track in amongst the tea tree forest  
(has a secret garden feel to it)  
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... Continued from Page 1  On behalf of all the kids in the program and for the hundreds more that will come through 
in the future, I would like to put out a very big thankyou to everyone that has given towards this property.   If you would like 
to see where it is then simply type in “378 Glendale Rd Taggerty” into Google maps, it will show you the property boundaries 
and the road up to the house. 

We haven’t yet raised the full $480,000.  How then can we pur-
chase it do I hear you ask? Well due to the kind and willing hearts 
of the family they have allowed us to purchase the property over a 
period of 5 years. What a blessing! I would like to also give a 
warm thankyou to Marjorie and her family, particularly Jan  

Adams and her son Paul Adams for their wonderful support 
and gracious hearts. 

Now for the plug, yep, we still need to raise about $150,000 
so if you or if you know someone or even some way we can 
raise this amount I would love to hear from you. 

Overall this is going to be fantastic for Breakaway 
Camps and even better for the kids.   

Thank you for your patience in waiting for this 
edition of BC Voice; I am sure it is worth the wait.   
We are now planning to return to the 4 seasonal 
newsletters. 

Bless you 

Paul Coleman 

Executive Director 

A small bungalow perfect for a caretaker 

Great little area down by the creek 

Cans for Camps 
Can’t afford to support Breakaway Camps financially? Breakaway Camps has a new and simple 
fundraising opportunity for YOU and EVERYONE can help - collecting Aluminum CANS. 
 
Parents, have you got children you would like to encourage to care for others and the environ-
ment? Well this is your chance! You could organise a family “Breakaway” walk; take a plastic bag and collect cans. Our chil-
dren pick up cans on their walk home from school & I pick them up on my walks along the Plenty River Trail. We have a 
small bin that we then put our flattened cans in ready for recycling. Just a small way to serve others and the care for our coun-
try. 
 
Ian Borrie has supported Breakaway Camps over many years by collecting and recycling cans and is behind this initiative. 
The money made he has made from the cans is then given to Breakaway Camps.  He has generously offered his time and ser-
vice to recycle any cans WE COLLECT for Breakaway Camps. 
 
Are you a business? We can supply you with a “Cans for Camps” recycle bin (which we will collect and empty on your call!) 
Do you know a sports ground, church, etc? Maybe you could put a “Cans for Camps” bin there? Ask your fiends and family 
to keep their cans.  There are so many ways you can help.   What could you do?  



POST THIS COUPON WITH YOUR DONATION, TO:  BREAKAWAY CAMPS INC, PO BOX 46, PRESTON, VIC 3072 

I enclose... 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

$5 
$10 
$20 $250 

This is ... 
A single gift 
A regular gift, which I will make each: 

Week 
Month 
Quarter 
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$50 
$100 

Other $________ 

Year 

Please send me information on other ways I can help with 
the work of Breakaway Camps 

Please make cheques and money orders payable to Breakaway Camps Inc. Gifts of $2 and over are tax deductible 

Debit my      ��Bankcard     ��Visa     ��MasterCard 

                

Sign……………………………..……...

Expiry Date……………….. 

Introducing Mark Fairweather:   
New Program Manager for  

Breakaway Camps 
 
Hey guys, 
I’d like to introduce myself. Mark is my name, Outdoor ad-
venture is my game and helping underprivileged children is a 
great God-given passion of mine. I grew up at St John’s An-
glican Church Diamond Creek and attended Plenty Valley 
Christian School through till Yr 12. After Yr 12 I studied a 
Diploma of Recreation and Leadership.  This led me into 
working in the Outdoor adventure industry for the next three 
years. 
 
Throughout this time I fell in love with nature and the many 
experiences within. Yet there was always something missing. 
I narrowed this to a desire to build longer lasting relation-
ships with the clients I was working with. I mean, can a day 
trip down a river really impact a person’s life? In some cases 
yes but I wanted more.  I had a desire to build relationships 
with people and see the changes in their life as you journey 
with them. 
 
During this time I heard that Paul was struggling with the 
work load at Breakaway Camps. I had a fair bit of spare time 
up my sleeve and volunteered to help Paul around the hall and the odd canoeing job. 
 
In 2006 I was living in country Victoria when God called me to do a year of Bible College In preparation for working 
within a Christian camping Ministry. One year Later Breakaway Camps advertised for a Program Manager. 
 
So here I sit now as the Program Manager at Breakaway Camps. I am constantly being challenged but really enjoy my 
work here with the blessing of knowing that God has guided me to this position and continues to guide in my work 
here. 

From everyone at Breakaway Camps, congratulations to Mark and Bethany on their recent marriage! 

Mark Fairweather with his wife Bethany on their wedding day, 16 
August 2008 
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Summer Camps 
Another round of January camps has come and gone. We hitched the canoe trailer to the bus and took 7 kids on 
4 day camp to the Nagambie Lakes (Co-funded by the City of Darebin and Newsboys Foundation). The ground 
was bone dry and the weather above 36 degrees every day... BUT, there was plenty of water and lots of fun to 
be had. For some of the kids, it was their first time in a canoe, so they had to learn the basics, most of them 
however took to it in no time and were soon teaching the others. This camp was our first use of the new leader 
Kayaks that we generously funded by Volunteer Services Equipment Grant (Victorian Government). The kay-
aks enable us to move quickly to any emergency that crops up, to get alongside the kids as we teach them to use 
the canoes, it frees up more canoes so that more kids can come on the camp, and are particularly handy for 
when you have to chase an inflatable raft that is drifting quickly across the lakes and out of sight into the hori-
zon. For one of the days we visited the grounds of a nearby winery where we played cricket, ate lunch and 
waited for the cool change. Unfortunately the cool change didn’t occur, but lots of fun was had anyway. 
Hugh Stubley School Holiday Program—Funded by Newsboys 

There were 5 days of wonderful activity and adventure for the young 
people of Breakaway Camps. To prepare for the camps two items 
were purchased.  The first was a durable, water proof digital camera 
so the young people could explore the world of art and creating digi-
tal memories of their time together. The second item was a badge 
making machine which enabled leaders and young people alike to be 
creative and ensured everyone learnt each other’s names at each ac-
tivity and day out. 

        One day was spent at the beach; another canoeing on the Victo-
rian waterways (also part funded by the Vic Govt - Volunteer Small 
Equipment Grant so Breakaway Camps could purchase two kayaks 
for leaders). Another day was spent at the Breakaway Camps hall 
where the boys enjoyed a day playing computer games and playing 
rough and tumble games, while the girls enjoyed the opportunity to 
talk in emotional and physical safety! 

We want to thank Newsboys for enabling this program to continue 
and we look forward to telling you more about the next school holi-
days! 



What a night!  Breakaway’s fund-raising auction at Ashton Manor 
was a time of great entertainment and greater generosity.  Some 
snapshots in my head include; the Gold-fish that went for $40, 
mesmerizing paintings that seemed to blossom as they were 
painted throughout the night, the look of shock and excitement as 
the lady with the winning lottery-key discovered she had won a 
new TV, and a silent auction causing considerable speculation and 
laughter. 

It was great to just enjoy the company of the community which 
supports Breakaway, and ultimately, the kids they guide and nur-
ture throughout the year.  More than money, it seems to me hope 
was raised for the future of these kids . Praise God. 

 A delightful and fun-filled night was had by all 
those who attended the annual fundraising auction 
for Breakaway Camps. The generous support of 
the local church & community means that Break-
away Camps can continue in its desire to care for 
struggling, disadvantaged and disconnected youth 
of our local community. All we can say in response 
is Thank-you! Thank-you! Thank-you!  
 
Through the generous assistance of all those who 
donated and bid at the auction, over $20,000 was 
raised. With these funds Breakaway Camps can 
help over 50 disadvantaged young people be-
tween the ages of 10-15 years to experience the 

great outdoors! This allows each 
young person to attend week-
ends away of hiking, abseiling, 
mountain-bike riding, canoeing 
or rock-climbing as well as at-
tending the School Holiday Pro-
gram, day trips and outings.  
 
Thanks for encouraging us. We 
never take these pats on the 
back for granted. 
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“It’s like being on the crest of the wave and we are bracing ourselves for the exhilarating ride down into 2008”. These are the words 
spoken at the beginning of the year by Paul Coleman, Executive Director of BC after the recent and HUGE success of the BC An-
nual Fundraising Auction which also coincided with the approval of two grants – Newsboys and ANSVAR insurance. The year 
2008 looks to be an absolute bumper of a year with extra BC campers coming on board the new Camp Coordinator being employee 
and the establishment of both a strong staff team as well as leadership teams. 

 It was an absolute thrill and privilege to be at last October’s auction. The auctioneer, Stuart Buckingham, (of Buckingham 
Real Estate) brought to life to the front of the hall with his wonderful and spontaneous jokes and ensuring the inclusion of all who 
were there on the night. The auction was fast paced, exciting and entertaining and was not to be missed. 

Bidding prices went crazy (with a donation of $50 meat tray selling for $700 the other 450 for $200 (supplied by Ralph’s 
Meats South Melb Market), a signed Collingwood jersey selling for $1100 and Parks Victoria donation of a Wilson’s Prom Cabin, 6 
people, 3 nights sold for $1000. A HUGE THANK-YOU to the individuals, business and companies who donated your goods and 
services to the Auction. 

Kara Thorne 
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